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®People said the
circles had been created by
giant spaceships,
but no one ever saw one.®

Ever since the sum- |
rier of 1980 the cereal |
fields ol southern |
Engiand have been |
marked by strange
cucular patterns of [
fiattened com, wheat, |
and barley. When
people started attrib-
uting the cicles lo
UFQs, Bnstol-based |
UFO researcher fan |
Mrzyglod decided o |
look Into the unusual
phenomenon _
“Everyone made |
the ‘assumption that
these ciicles were
made by giant space-
ships," he' explains
“Butnobady ever saw
one And |here were

ne rnore than-an hour,
and the field itseli was
in glain view ol a busy
road. Yat when we re-
Wirned, a secend or-
cle had manifested.
Nobody we spoke 1o
-saw it being creaied ™

Accerding 1o Fuller,
this makes it dificult o
accepl ihatthe eicles
dreahoax Insiead. he
collabomated with me-
teorologist Tersnce
Meaden, editorof the
Journal of Meteoral
6@y and research'sci-
enlist-al the Tormado
and Storm Research
Brganization, [ des
| velop yel'anotherthes
i ary, Minivoriexss,

simplersolutians." Far

Fuller and Meaden

I BRI IXR ¥
instance, {he circles suggest, ara 3l the
might have been cre- ool of it all.
ated by mere Earih- These whirlwingds,

lings trying to attract
fourists to the once popular region of Warminster, previcusly
known as the Mecca of UFOlogy. The circles hiad. after all,
rather convenienlly revived Warnminister's flagging Tortunes.

But in 1982, just as people were starling o accept Mrzyg-
lod's: hypathesis, matlers took a new turmn Three circles
lormed in a straight line at Cheesetoot Head, near Winches-
ter. By 1984 and 1985 the circle patierns were taking the
form of qumiuplets—a arge cential ring and tour aliendan!
circles at compase points around the “parent

What had initially been a local cunosity now became in-
ternational UFO news. So lo gat to the bottom of things once
and for all, geographical statistician and BUFGRA {British
UFO Research Association) Invesligalor Paul Fuller began
a major study of the claims, “On one ocecasion | visited Ihe
Cheesefoot Head location a cauple of haurs after the circle
appeared,” he says. "l spent the day measuring and pho-
tagraphing the' phenomencr before Sighisecds armved. Then

my colleagues and | retired for some tea, W were gone for

Fulier and Msaden
beligve, form in leas and, gven the nignt combiration of crop;
temperature (it must be high), and geclogy. can cut fughly
iniricate patterns, "The elfect is swifl,” Meaden says. and
can occur just about anylime of the day or might

To prove their hypothesis. BUFORA and the Storm He-
search Bureay recently surveyed 385 cereal farms in the
county of Hampshire. Warking durng the winier of 1886
1987 the ofl-geason lor circle Tormabion, the study eam
leamed that the appearance of circles strongly coincided
with the British whirlwind season. which iasts from May 1o
July And they delarmined thal the summer of 1983, whiich
boasted more circles and whirlwings than any other year
was Britain's hotlest In Hree centuries.

But not even: Fuller, Meaden, and BUFORA rule out a hoax
entirely. For instance, in 1986 somebody Garvad aut the words
WE ARE NOT ALONE In grantietlers by the circles at Cheeselool
Head. " doubt," Fuller sdys, “thal fhe'weather is capable of
thal "—JENNY RANDLES
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